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SUBJECT: COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY-GENERAL DISCUSSES HEADS 
OF GOVERNMENT MEETING 

1. I CALLED ON ARNOLD SMITH, SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH, ON APRIL 23 FOR A TOUR D'HORIZON OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH HEADS OF GOVERNMENT MEETING. LIKE THE 
BRITISH, SMITH STRESSED THE PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE OF THE 
DISCUSSION OF PRODUCER-CONSUMER RELATIONS. SMITH DID 
NOT GO INTO DETAILS OF THE BRITISH INITIATIVE ON THIS 
ITEM, AND IN FACT, HIS SPECIAL ASSISTANT TOLD ONE OF MY 
COLLEAGUES THAT THE SECRETARIAT HAD NOT BEEN INFORMED OF 
THEM. THE ONLY NEW LIGHT SMITH SHED ON THE SUBJECT WAS 
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THAT THE TIMING FOR THE INITIATIVE IS EXCELLENT, AS THE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


PRICES OF MANY COMMODITIES PRODUCED BY COMMONWEALTH MEM- 
BERS ARE NOW IN A TROUGH AND BOTH PRODUCERS AND CONSUM- 
ERS THUS HAVE MORE TO GAIN FROM STABILIZATION AT THIS 
TIME. 

2. SMITH NOTED THAT THE DISCUSSION ON CHANGING POWER RE- 
LATIONSHIPS WOULD DEAL PARTICULARLY WITH SOUTHEAST ASIA, 
THE INDIAN OCEAN AND THE MIDDLE EAST. MADAM GHANDI HAD 
AGREED TO PREPARE THE PAPER AND INTRODUCE THE TOPIC. 

3. ON SOUTHERN AFRICA SMITH SAID THE PROSPECTS FOR REAL 
PROGRESS LOOK VERY GOOD. HE SAID THAT THIS PROGRESS 
SHOULD BE GIVEN FURTHER IMPETUS BY LEADERS OF THE US AND 
THE COMMONWEALTH MAKING ENCOURAGING OR CAUTIONARY COM- 
MENTS ON APPROPRIATE OCCASIONS. THE COMMONWEALTH WILL 
HAVE A SPECIAL ROLE TO PLAY BY AGREEING TO HELP OFFSET 

THE COST TO MOZAMBIQUE OF APPLYING SANCTIONS AGAINST 
RHODESIA. THIS, TOGETHER WITH THE PRESSURES BEING EX- 
ERTED ON RHODESIA BY SOUTH AFRICA, COULD BE CRUCIAL. AS 
A FRIEND OF THE US, SMITH SAID HE HOPED WE WOULD REPEAL 
THE BYRD AMENDMENT TO ESCAPE CENSURE FROM CONFERENCE 
PARTICIPANTS. 

4. ANOTHER SOUTHERN AFRICAN ITEM ON THE AGENDA WILL BE 
NAMIBIA, AND SMITH SAID HE IS PLANNING TO PROPOSE COMMON- 
WEALTH TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE NAMIBIANS. HE ADDED 
THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO SEE NAMIBIA BECOME A MEMBER OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH WHEN IT GAINS INDEPENDENCE. 

5. SMITH PROMISED TO GIVE ME A RUN-DOWN ON THE CONFER- 
ENCE WHEN HE RETURNS. 

RICHARDSON 
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